defence, he was both zealous and active, besides
being perhaps more clear-headed than the Brigadier.
On the same day the enemy tried to make lodg-
ments for mining outside the Redan and in the shops
adjoining the Martinifere building. The first attempt
was made by a small party which crawled up before
daylight and was driven off at dawn by musketry
and grape from the Hospital post and hand-grenades
from the Redan. The threat to the Martinifere post
was more serious, for the enemy had actually begun
to undermine the outside wall when the garrison
cut loopholes above the miners' heads and dropped
hand-grenades on them, killing some and dispersing
the rest. They then enlarged one of the holes into a
sally-port and occupied the shops, which they barri-
caded so strongly that they now formed part of the
fortified position instead of being neutral ground as
before.
On the same day a stray bullet entered Gubbins'
house by one of the south windows while the inmates
were at dinner, severely wounding Dr Brydon, who
was in charge of the Native Hospital, and who was
already known to history as the solitary horseman
that appeared before the Kabul gate of Jalalabad on
the 15th January 1842 with the news that Elphin-
stone's army had been annihilated in the Afghan
passes. It was now determined to remove the women
from the south side of the upper stpreys, but the
rooms on the opposite side were still considered safe.
Next day, however, Mrs Dorin, whose husband had
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